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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Remarks 

1. In view of the appeal brief filed on 1/23/08, PROSECUTION 
IS HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must 
exercise one of the following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action 
is non-final) or a reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office 
action is final) ; or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal 
under 37 CFR 41.31 followed by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 
41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal 
brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the 
appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since 
they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the 
difference between the increased fees and the amount previously 
paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of 
reopening prosecution by signing below: 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims (asdf) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Metayer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,757,786 
hereinafter "Metayer"). 

4. Referring to apparatus claim 1 and method claim, Matayer 
teaches an electronic device (see figure 1), comprising: 

a first processor (see item 2 in figure 1 and lines 28-40 
in column 7) ; 

a second processor coupled to the first processor (see item 
1 in figure 1 and lines 28-40 in column 7) ; 

shared memory coupled to the first and second processors, 
wherein the shared memory includes the transmit memories of both 
the first and second processors (see item 4 in figure 1 and 
lines 41-46 of column 7) ; and 
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wherein the first processor is a master processor that 
manages the shared memory and allocates a message buffer to the 
second processor based on a specific request from the second 
processor to send a message to the first processor, and wherein 
the first processor sends a message buffer pointer to the second 
processor that directs the second processor to the message 
buffer (see lines 7-24 of column 8) . 

5. Referring to method claim 15, Metayer a method for 
providing interprocessor communication between first and second 
processors using a shared memory that includes the transmit 
memories of the first and second processors (see items 2,1, and 
4 respectively in figure 1), the first processor being a master 
processor assigned to manage the shared memory (see lines 28-40 
in column 7) , the method comprising the steps of: at the first 
processor : 

(a) allocating a memory buffer from the shared memory for 
use in loading a message to be sent to the second processor in 
response to a specific request from the second processor (see 
lines 7-24 of column 8); 

(b) loading the message in the memory buffer (see lines 25- 
4 3 of column 8 ) ; 
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(c) sending a message buffer pointer to the second 
processor (see lines 25-43 of column 8) ; and at the second 
processor : 

(d) using the message buffer pointer to locate the message 
in the shared memory (see liens 25-43 of column 8) . 

6. Referring to claims 2 and 3, Metayer teaches the first 
processor sends the message buffer pointer to the second 
processor in response to receiving an empty buffer request from 
the second processor and wherein the second processor fills the 
message buffer with a message after receiving the buffer pointer 
(see lines 25-35 of column 8, note the "references 16" are being 
construed as the message buffer pointer) . 

7. Referring to claims 7 and 8, Metayer teaches the buffers 
assigned to the second processor are in the shared memory and 
the second processor may use the buffers without requesting them 
from the first processor (see lines 36-44 of column 8) . 

8. Referring to claim 9, Metayer teaches when the second 
processor needs to send a message to the first processor it 
loads a starting address of the message in one of the plurality 
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of buffers assigned to the second processor (see lines 25-35 of 
column 8) . 

9. Referring to claim 18, Metayer teaches step (c) is 
performed by the first processor sending the starting address of 
the allocated memory buffer to a memory located in the second 
processor (see lines 25-35 of column 8) . 

10. Referring to claim 19, Metayer teaches the first processor 
sends an interrupt to the second processor once it has loaded 
the starting address of the allocated memory buffer in the 
memory located in the second processor (see lines 7-15 of column 
8) . 

11. Claims 4-6,12-14,16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Metayer in view of McKenney et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,823,511 hereinafter "McKenney"). 

12. Referring to method claims 4-6 and apparatus claims 12-14, 
and apparatus claims 16 and 17, Metayer teaches the first 
processor reads the message from the shared memory after it has 
been written by the second processor and the first processor 
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releasing the message buffer after the message has been read 
(see lines 25-44 of column 8). 

Metayer fails to teach the second processor passes the 
message buffer pointer to the first processor and the first 
processor reading the message from the buffer in response to 
receiving the message buffer pointer. 

McKenney teaches, in an analogous system, returning a 
pointer from a second processor to a first processor that 
previously sent the pointer to the second processor for reading 
a message from the second processor to the first processor (see 
lines 40-45 of column 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify Metayer 
with the above teachings of McKenney in order to provide proper 
synchronization between the processors by only allowing one 
processor at a time to access the shared memory (see lines 6-15 
of column 2) . 

13. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Metayer in view of Ellsworth et al . (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,131,113 hereinafter "Ellsworth"). 
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14. Referring to claim 10, Metayer teaches the device of claim 
1 as shown above, however fails to teach the device is a radio 
communication device. 

Ellsworth teaches a multiprocessor device with shared 
memory that is a radio communication device. 

It would have been obvious to incorporate the teachings of 
Metayer into a radio communication device such as Ellsworth's. 
One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to make such 
modification to improve the data consistency of the radio 
communication device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to ERON J. 
SORRELL whose telephone number is (571)272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Alford Kindred can be 
reached on 571-272-4037. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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